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Minnesota Group Races for Shelter Sustainability

Minnesota-based environmental educational organization Live Green, Live Smart expects to be the first of more than 200 groups across the nation to successfully turn a 1940s era ranch-style home into a Platinum Certified Sustainable House, efficient in energy use and protective of the environment in building and operating practices.  This highly sought Platinum certification is the highest standard of Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED).  The Minnesota group expects its Minnetonka tract house to be completely remodeled into The Sustainable House by the Fourth of July -- all 1380 finished square feet.  Online documentation of progress on the project can be found at www.livegreenlivesmart.org

"We expect to be the first home remodel to achieve this ultra-high standard of sustainability," says Live Green, Live Smart founder and executive director, businessman Peter Lytle.  "There are Platinum certified new homes and commercial buildings, but it's so complicated to get all the points for an existing home's rehab that our group is actually testing the LEED standards and helping refine them."  In Minnesota, energy efficiency and independence are a big sell for buyers, Lytle reports.

Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) standards are a project of the United States Green Building Council, a division of the Department of Energy.  Under these standards, new building and renovations earn points for shrinking the carbon footprint left by conventional construction and operation of a building.  Live Green, Live Smart's Sustainable House converts a typically energy-inefficient and outmoded post-war family home into a comfortable and healthy living space that employs geothermal energy, solar and wind power, and water conservation techniques.  The cost of energy for the home's 3-4 residents is expected to be less than $500 annually.

The Sustainable House is located in Minnetonka as a demonstration of what can be done with ordinary homes in existing communities.  Instead of tearing down and building new with only conventional codes, Lytle and his crew hope to encourage new thinking about maintaining existing neighborhoods and improving design rather than expanding physical and ecological footprints.  By cutting the carbon generated in building and operating homes, Live Green, Live Smart expects to elicit significant reduction of greenhouse gases that contribute to global climate change.  For more information, visit the Live Green Live Smart Website at www.livegreenlivesmart.org or email media@livegreenlivesmart.org.
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